
SAINT JOHN’S  
EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
Ashfield, Massachusetts 

THE 20TH  SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
October 11, 2026 

Welcome to Saint John’s! 
Our mission at St. John’s Church in Ashfield is to grow, through worship, in God’s gospel of hospitality 
and wholeness, and to faithfully live that word in our fellowship, families, communities, and the world. 
May all who enter here be received as Christ. 

A Land Acknowledgement 
We worship and share God’s mission on the unceded land of the Nipmuc, Pocumtuc, and Wabanaki 
peoples. We are mindful that our blessing came at the price of their sorrow and we pledge to grow in 
our awareness of racial injustice with God’s help. 

Invitation to Holy Communion 
This is God’s table. All are welcome to receive Holy Communion. To eat, present your hands to be 
given bread. To drink, take a sip as the cup is held to your lips. To receive a blessing, instead of bread, 
cross your arms on your chest. 

An * indicates that we invite you to stand as you are able  
Bold text is said by the assembly 
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*Gathering Hymn #556 verses1-3 Rejoice, ye pure in heart 

 

 

 

Celebrant Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 
love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

*Gloria (Spoken) 

Glory to God in the highest, 
    and peace to his people on earth. 
Lord God, heavenly King, 
almighty God and Father, 
    we worship you, we give you thanks, 
    we praise you for your glory. 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: 
    have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
    receive our prayer. 
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For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, 
    Jesus Christ, 
    with the Holy Spirit, 
    in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 
 

Celebrant The Lord be with you 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant Let us pray. 

The Collect of the Day 
Lord, we pray that your grace may always precede and follow us, that we may continually be given 
to good works; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

Psalm 106:1-6, 19-23 Responsively by whole verse 
1 Hallelujah! Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good, * 

for his mercy endures for ever. 
2 Who can declare the mighty acts of the LORD * 

or show forth all his praise? 
3 Happy are those who act with justice * 

and always do what is right! 
4 Remember me, O LORD, with the favor you have for your people, * 

and visit me with your saving help; 
5 That I may see the prosperity of your elect and be glad with the gladness of your people, * 

that I may glory with your inheritance. 
6 We have sinned as our forebears did; * 

we have done wrong and dealt wickedly. 
19 Israel made a bull-calf at Horeb * 

and worshiped a molten image; 
20 And so they exchanged their Glory * 

for the image of an ox that feeds on grass. 
21 They forgot God their Savior, * 

who had done great things in Egypt, 
22 Wonderful deeds in the land of Ham, * 

and fearful things at the Red Sea. 
23 So he would have destroyed them, had not Moses his chosen stood before him in the breach, * 

to turn away his wrath from consuming them. 
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The Second Reading Philippians 4:1-9 
A Reading from the Letter to the Philippians. 

My brothers and sisters, whom I love and long for, my joy and crown, stand firm in the Lord in this 
way, my beloved. 

I urge Euodia and I urge Syntyche to be of the same mind in the Lord. Yes, and I ask you also, my 
loyal companion, help these women, for they have struggled beside me in the work of the gospel, 
together with Clement and the rest of my co-workers, whose names are in the book of life. 

Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. Let your gentleness be known to everyone. The 
Lord is near. Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with 
thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all 
understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 

Finally, beloved, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, 
whatever is pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence and if there is anything 
worthy of praise, think about these things. Keep on doing the things that you have learned and 
received and heard and seen in me, and the God of peace will be with you. 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

The Gospel  Matthew 22:1-14 
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

Once more Jesus spoke to the people in parables, saying: “The kingdom of heaven may be 
compared to a king who gave a wedding banquet for his son. He sent his slaves to call those who 
had been invited to the wedding banquet, but they would not come. Again he sent other slaves, 
saying, ‘Tell those who have been invited: Look, I have prepared my dinner, my oxen and my fat 
calves have been slaughtered, and everything is ready; come to the wedding banquet.’ But they 
made light of it and went away, one to his farm, another to his business, while the rest seized his 
slaves, mistreated them, and killed them. The king was enraged. He sent his troops, destroyed those 
murderers, and burned their city. Then he said to his slaves, ‘The wedding is ready, but those 
invited were not worthy. Go therefore into the main streets, and invite everyone you find to the 
wedding banquet.’ Those slaves went out into the streets and gathered all whom they found, both 
good and bad; so the wedding hall was filled with guests. 

“But when the king came in to see the guests, he noticed a man there who was not wearing a 
wedding robe, and he said to him, ‘Friend, how did you get in here without a wedding robe?’ And 
he was speechless. Then the king said to the attendants, ‘Bind him hand and foot, and throw him 
into the outer darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ For many are called, 
but few are chosen.” 
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The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

The Sermon  Rev. Harvey Hill 

Shared silence 

The Prayers of the People Form VI 

In peace, we pray to you, Lord God. 

Silence 
 

For all people in their daily life and work; 
For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are alone. 

For this community, the nation, and the world; 
For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace. 

For the just and proper use of your creation; 
For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression. 

For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble; 
For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy. 

For the peace and unity of the Church of God; 
For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth. 

For Sean our Presiding Bishop, and Miguelina our Bishop; and for all bishops and other ministers; 
For all who serve God in his Church. 

For the special needs and concerns of this congregation. 

Silence 

The People may add their own petitions 
 

Hear us, Lord; 
For your mercy is great. 

We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life. 

Silence 

The People may add their own thanksgivings 
 

We will exalt you, O God our King; 
And praise your Name for ever and ever. 

We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in your eternal kingdom. 
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Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them; 
Who put their trust in you. 

Cycles of Prayer 

We pray for all those in our cycles of prayer: In the World cycle we pray for Afghanistan, Albania, 
Algeria. In the Anglican cycle we pray for The Anglican Church of Burundi. In our Diocesan cycle 
we pray for Good Shepherd Episcopal / Grace Lutheran, West Springfield; Union of Black 
Episcopalians (UBE); Open Pantry Community Services, Springfield. In our towns’ cycle we pray 
for farmers. Among our members and friends, we pray for Duane & Anne Nyman; Joy Dean 
O'Connor; Layla Panichello, Joe; Nan Parati. We pray for those who serve in the armed forces, 
including Richard Bromberg. And among our ministries we pray for our Green Team. 

The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect 

Almighty and eternal God, ruler of all things in heaven and earth: Mercifully accept the prayers of 
your people, and strengthen us to do your will; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Confession of Sin 

The Deacon or Celebrant says 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Silence may be kept. 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

The Bishop, when present, or the Priest, stands and says 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.  Amen. 
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The Peace 

Celebrant The peace of Christ be always with you. 
People And also with you. 

Wardens’ Welcome 

THE HOLY COMMUNION 
Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, an offering and sacrifice to God.  Ephesians 5:2 
 

*Celebrant God be with you 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 
People We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Almighty God, 
Creator of heaven and earth. 

For by water and the Holy Spirit you have made us a new people in Jesus Christ our Lord, to show 
forth your glory in all the world. 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company 
of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

Sanctus (Spoken) 

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
    Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
    Hosanna in the highest. 
 

Holy and gracious God: In your infinite love you made us for yourself, and, when we had fallen 
into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and 
eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the 
God and maker of all. 

Jesus stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a perfect 
sacrifice for the whole world. 

At the following words concerning the bread, the Celebrant is to hold it, or to lay a hand upon it; and at the words 
concerning the cup, to hold or place a hand upon the cup and any other vessel containing wine to be consecrated. 
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On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Savior Jesus Christ took bread; and 
when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This 
is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, 
“Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for all for 
the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died.  
Christ is risen.  
Christ will come again. 

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, Almighty God, in this sacrifice of praise and 
thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy 
food and drink of new and unending life in Christ. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive 
this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with 
all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom. 

All this we ask through Jesus Christ our Savior: By Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty God, now and for ever. AMEN. 

And now, as our Savior 
Christ has taught us, 
we are bold to say, 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
    hallowed be thy Name, 
    thy kingdom come, 
    thy will be done, 
        on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
    as we forgive those 
        who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
    but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
    and the power, and the glory, 
    for ever and ever. AMEN. 
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The Breaking of the Bread (Spoken) 

Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
Therefore let us keep the feast. 

Prayer for Spiritual Communion   Armed Services Prayer Book, 2008  

ALL: In union, O Lord, with your faithful people at every altar of your Church, where the Holy 
Eucharist is now being celebrated, I desire to offer to you praise and thanksgiving. I remember 
your death, Lord Christ; I proclaim your resurrection; I await your coming in glory. 

CONGREGANTS ONLINE: Since we cannot receive you today in the Sacrament of your Body and 
Blood, we beseech you to come spiritually into our hearts. Cleanse and strengthen us with your 
grace, Lord Jesus, and let us never be separated from you. May we live in you, and you in us, in this 
life and in the life to come.  

ALL: Amen. 

Facing the people, the Celebrant says the following Invitation 

The Gifts of God for the People of God.  

Communion Anthem Come, Come to the Banquet 

Let us pray. 

* Eternal God, heavenly Father, 
you have graciously accepted us as living members 
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 
and you have fed us with spiritual food 
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 
Send us now into the world in peace, 
and grant us strength and courage 
to love and serve you 
with gladness and singleness of heart; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The Bishop when present, or the Priest, may bless the people. 
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*Recessional Hymn #556 verses 5&6 Rejoice, ye pure in heart 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

The Dismissal 

 Let us bless the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 

 

Please stay for coffee and conversation! 
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EVENTS 
October 11: Sunday Service 9am - Ashfield Fall Festival 
October 11: Climate Action - Ring the Bells at St. John’s 11am 
October 13: Hilltown Churches Food Pantry 
October 18: Sunday Service returns to our regular time, 10am 
October 18: Vestry Meeting 
October 25: Loose plate offering is dedicated to the Vicar’s Discretionary Fund 
November 1: UTO Ingathering 
November 1: Jazz Vespers 4pm 
 

Would you like to make a donation to St. John’s? Please scan this code to 
donate by credit card, debit card, or with a PayPal account. 

Thank you for your generous support! 

 

Acknowledgements 
- The Book of Common Prayer, 1979 
- Eucharistic Prayer A, Expansive 
- The Book of Occasional Services 2022 
- The Holy Bible, The New Revised Standard Version 
- Venite App 
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CONTACT US 
Mailing address: PO Box 253, Ashfield, MA 01330-0253 | Telephone: 413-628-4402 
Email: stjohnsashfield@gmail.com | On the web: stjohnsashfield.org |  
Facebook: @stjohnsashfield 

Lay Leaders & Clergy 

Vicar: Rev. Harvey Hill, 706-676-1078 revharveyhill@gmail.com 
Co-Senior Wardens: Sue Craft, 413-628-0289 and Andy Wickline, 413-628-1220 
Junior Warden: Maddy Roberts 
Treasurer: Raven Harris Assistant Treasurer: Jody Skinger Hall Clerk: Darlene Monds 
Vestry: Lynnette Leidy Sievert, Jane Wagener 
Licensed Preachers: Raven Harris, Andrew Wickline 
Lay Eucharistic Visitors: Sue Craft, Andrew Wickline, Kristen Wickline, Jane Wagener 
Licensed Worship Leaders: Andrew Wickline, Kristen Wickline, Sue Craft, Maddy Roberts 

Staff 

Director, Madrigal Singers: Julie Meservey 
Organist: Emmet Chilton-Sugerman 
Parish Administrator: Lis Henry email: stjohnsashfield@gmail.com  
Financial Administrator: Amy Murray Sexton: John Wickline 

Ministries 

Pastoral Care Team: Sue Craft 
Digital Ministry: Ted and Kara Toothaker, Andy Wickline, Jane Kaufman 
Buildings & Grounds Team: Maddy Roberts Green Team: Kristen Wickline 
Prayer Shawl Ministry: Kristen Wickline LOVE in a Backpack: Jenny Burke 
Bicentennial Celebrations: Addison Hall 
 
 
 
Would you like to support our Love in a Backpack program? Purchase 
items directly from our wish list by scanning this code: 
 
Thank you! 
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